THE  NEW MACHIAVELLI

But so far back as 1910 I had it clear in my mind that
I would rather fail utterly than participate in all the
surrenders of mind and body that are implied in Day-
ton's snarl of "Leave it alone; leave it all alone!"
Marriage and the beginning and care of children is
the very ground substance in the life of the commu-
nity. In a world in which everything changes, in
which fresh methods, fresh adjustments and fresh
ideas perpetually renew the circumstances of life, it is
preposterous that we should not even examine into
these matters, should rest content to be ruled by the
uncriticised traditions of a barbaric age.

Now it seems to me that the solution of this prob-
lem is also the solution of the woman's individual
problem. The two go together, are right and left of
one question. The only conceivable way out from our
impasse lies in the recognition of parentage, that is to
say of adequate mothering, as no longer a chance
product of individual passions but a service rendered
to the State. Women must become less and less sub-
ordinated to individual men, since this works out in a
more or less complete limitation, waste, and sterilisa-
tion of their essentially social function; they must
become more and more subordinated as individually
independent citizens to the collective purpose. Or,
to express the thing by a familiar phrase, the highly
organised, scientific state we desire must, if it is to
exist at all, base itself not upon the irresponsible man-
ruled family, but upon the matriarchal family, the
citizenship and freedom of women and the public
endowment of motherhood.

After two generations of confused and experimental
.      438